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SUBMISSION ON 2020 STRATEGY
INTRODUCTION

As we approach 2020 the world is facing major challenges that are closely related to agriculture. Climate change, loss of biodiversity, falling water tables, water pollution and soil erosion are real threats to the future of agricultural productivity and subsequently to human health. Hunger is still a problem in many parts of the world, and the growing global population intensifies strains on food supply. Agriculture is both part of the problem and part of the solution. Whereas unsustainable agriculture practices have contributed to environmental and social damage over the last 50 to 100 years, traditional and sustainable farming practices can deliver safe and healthy food for all at the same time as enhancing biodiversity, protecting water and soil quality, and increasingly important they can contribute to the mitigation of climate change.

ORGANIC FOOD AND FARMING

The organic sector in Ireland is currently estimated to be worth €124m (Bord Bia 2009).  This represents substantial growth in the past few years. The area of agricultural land certified as organic is 1.25% this is far lower than the European average which is 4 -5%. Incentives introduced by the government in the form of the Organic Farming Scheme and the Capital Grant Scheme for the sector have been essential in opening the sector up to potential new applicants. This year projections from Teagasc estimate that there will be substantial growth in the number of farmers entering the organic farming sector reflecting the significant opportunities which exist in the organic sector in Ireland.
Horticulture
The fresh produce category is estimated to worth in the region of €44m in Ireland. Almost 70% of this is imported therefore huge opportunities exist in import substation for Irish growers to supply local organic produce. 
Dairy
Internationally the demand for organic dairy products continues to grow with countries like Denmark consuming up to 40% of its dairy products organically. Ireland is perfectly poised to expand its dairy products and there is good exporting potential in this area.
Beef
The organic beef market in Ireland continues to grow and expand. Domestic consumption of organic beef is increasing. Exporting opportunities exist into the UK, Germany and Austria. 

Tillage
Despite an expansion in organic tillage in the last couple of years there is still a huge demand for organic tillage crops both as animal feed and also for processing.
Aquaculture

Almost 70% of aquaculture in Ireland is certified organic. The current markets are the UK, Germany and France. Major opportunities exist in countries such as Japan. Salmon is the main variety produced however opportunities also exist in other areas such as mussels and oysters. Organic salmon faming is mainstream and has been very successful in the export business. This success can be built on and further expanded.

All across the organic sector there are opportunities for the development of value added products so organic processing needs to be encouraged and given more financial support.

MAINSTREAM 

Organic farming has previously been considered a niche production system particularly in Ireland. The area of land certified as organic reflects this. However the consumption of organic products is no longer “niche” as according to Bord Bia 90% of Irish households purchase organic products at least once a month. Therefore we should be ensuring that as many of those products as possible can be produced and sourced in Ireland. 

The central concern of the organic farming sector is to achieve ecologically sustainable agricultural production systems everywhere, capable of providing everyone in the world with a secure and equitable supply of good food that allows healthy diets and clean water. While this is an aspiration at the moment as farming has become unsustainable what is becoming clear is that business as usual is not an option for the farming community. Agriculture must play its part in reducing climate change and also address problems such as soil degradation, air and water pollution and the loss of biodiversity.

At the present time, organic farming is the most advanced and best developed sustainable agriculture method, and it is the only one with a worldwide certification system in place. Organic agriculture has become a rich source of innovations and examples of sustainable practices for the whole food and agricultural sector.

A strategy beyond 2013 and beyond 2020 must insist that sustainability in its most pure sense is a key feature. Agricultural practices in the conventional sector are not sustainable and this system of agriculture is not viable either economically, environmentally, ethically or socially. 

Organic farming is not yet fully recognised and supported in all EU member states and regions. This should be amended post 2013 and greater emphasis and support should be directed towards organic expansion in all member states.
Organic farming systems offer the following benefits;

· They rely primarily on using local renewable resources, this includes the organic production of local protein crops and a reduction in the dependence on the use of concentrate feed

· Organic systems maintain the fertility and biological activity of the soil and strive to enhance soil quality and condition throughout its methods

· Use only natural and mineral substances and processes that do not harm the integrity of food ingredients
· Have a high level of biological diversity in both the production system and also in the agricultural landscape

· High welfare standards for animals

· Reduces the demand for intensive inputs

· Certified GM free products

· Adapt to the changing climate and contribute to the mitigation of climate change by cost-efficient carbon sequestration in agricultural soils

Organic farming needs to move fully into the mainstream arena in order to reduce our dependency on unsustainable agricultural practices. 
CAP POST 2013

A major objective of the CAP to date has been “to increase agricultural productivity”. This needs to be revised urgently. The drive for increased agricultural productivity is neither justifiable in terms of level of expenditure of the CAP budget nor desirable in terms of delivery of public goods and services to society. 

Under the new CAP money must be spent in a more targeted way according to public interest. It must:
· guarantee food security for all EU citizens

· not undermine food security in the majority world by overproduction and subsequent dumping of goods on international markets

· guarantee access to healthy and safe food, without any social exclusion

· ensure rural vitality in terms of local economic development of farming and forestry that respects natural resources, social fabric and indigenous traditions

· provide pubic goods to citizens through improved agricultural practices (promoting practices that achieve considerable improvements in climate change mitigation, biodiversity, animal welfare, landscape diversity, water conservation and quality, halting soil erosion and degradation, and sustainable green energy production). 
WHAT SHOULD BE ABANDONED IN CAP POST 2013

· Any kind of export subsidies
· The historical reference for Single Farm Payments
· Most coupled payments should be stopped in 2014 at the lastest (apart from those necessary to keep farming in less favoured areas)
· Subsidies to intensive – not land based – livestock production
· Agri-environmental schemes not clearly delivering public goods
BUDGET

Post 2013 there will be a need to increase the budget for second pillar measures, which are much more justifiable as a target for public funding due to their contribution to public interest. 
As we move closer to 2020 the strategy adopted must ensure that the agricultural community deliver in the area of public goods. To truly achieve a green smart economy we need to produce our food organically, sustainably and locally. Supporting these initiatives and developments will deliver good value for money and also ensure that public goods are being supplied. 
FUTURE CHALLENGES
The key challenge of the next two decades is to stabilise atmospheric carbon dioxide to limit a global temperature rise by 2 degrees and avert catastrophic climate change. The global population is estimated to be in the region of 9 billion by 2050 which will place further pressure on food security and resources.

Within the EU the food that we eat represents nearly a third of our climate footprint as consumers.
 Therefore farming will have a crucial role to play in climate change mitigation and adaption. Organic farming is a solution multiplier. It emits less carbon as it uses fewer inputs and sequesters higher carbon in soils, while delivering better results in biodiversity conservation, animal welfare and soil conservation. 

Organic farming has a proven track record in its sustainable use of natural resources coupled with a strong economic performance. The latest research from Mintel shows that sales of organic food in the Republic of Ireland will grow from a 2009 level of €120m to €239m by 2013. This projects substantial growth and indicators show that it is likely to continue to grow as we approach 2020. We need to ensure that future policies in Ireland support and nourish the organic sector to ensure that import substitution is successful. 
The challenges ahead are growing and in order to achieve food security in Ireland and the EU we need to ensure that the proper infrastructure has been laid down so that we can meet these challenges and still maintain the integrity of our natural resources.
The Irish Organic Farmers and Growers Association (IOFGA) is the largest organic certification organisation in Ireland. It is responsible for certifying the organic provenance of its members produce and the IOFGA symbol indicates that a product has met the highest standard of organic integrity. IOFGA also works to inform the public about the benefits or organic food and to support the development of organic food production in Ireland.









� Environmental Impact of Products (EIPRO): Analysis of the life cycle environmental impacts related to the final consumption of the EU-25, European Commission, 2006
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