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DESIGNING AND PLANNING YOUR ORGANIC GARDEN

This is one of the first tasks that you will perform in your garden. Designing your garden is a lot easier than it sounds and can be really enjoyable. No matter how small or big your garden is a plan or design is a great way to help keep you on track as the season develops. 

A good piece of advice is to start small this is particularly important for people who are new to organic gardening and who have a large space. This is also important advice for schools as children will flourish in a garden environment that is well managed and easy to follow. 

DESIGNING YOUR GARDEN

If you have an allotment you will most likely be allocated a piece of ground and will have little say in the shape, size or orientation of the garden. This is also true in public or school gardens. If you have free reign the best orientation for the garden is to be south facing as this will soak up the most amount of sunshine and will be least effected by harsh northerly winds.

Step 1

First make a list of what is already there if the plot is not a new piece of ground eg garden shed, walls, water fittings, beds etc. Then make a list of everything that you would like to have in your garden. This includes things like compost heap, small pond, seated area, hedgerows, wildlife area etc. 

Step 2

Draw your design on paper. The most important part of the garden will be the beds for growing crops so make sure that they take centre stage. Then fit things in around them like the permanent structures. Then add things in which are smaller and easier to accommodate such as compost heaps. The compost heap should not be tucked away in a corner that does not get any sunshine as it will need heat to break down the organic matter. If possible have your garden south facing to maximise on sunshine. 

Step 3

Make a list of your crop rotation (download our factsheets on Crop Rotation for more information and Vegetable Families)

Step 4

Gradually as your garden develops you will become more informed about the design aspects eg you will have your shed close to the vegetable area to minimise walking etc. Remember that you can always change things and add new things to make your garden more practical and user friendly. If the garden is a public garden then there will be obvious issues to consider eg accessibility, safety (ponds), and general health and safety issues.

