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IOFGA welcomes the overall objective of the Climate Change Response Bill to make the transition from a low carbon, climate resistant and environmentally sustainable economy. 
At the global level, agriculture contributes about ten to twelve percent to climate change. The main sources of GHG emission are nitrous oxide from nitrogen fertilizer use, methane from ruminants and rice paddies, methane and nitrous oxide from the burning of crop residues and improper manure management, carbon dioxide from the production of fertilizers and pesticides and the clearing of forests for tillage farming and livestock grazing as well as for the production of feedstuffs for livestock. 

The mechanization of farming, such as the use of agricultural machinery, also consumes a lot of energy and therefore impacts on the climate. Additionally, intensive soil cultivation reduces the soil humus content and thus reduces the quantity of carbon agricultural soils can store. We in the organic sector recognise the need for an immediate commitment by the Irish government to tackle the growing problem of climate change across all sectors.

The fact that the Bill incorporates a dualistic approach by encompassing climate change mitigation and adaptation to impacts of climate change is a positive approach as the response from the Irish government must be comprehensive to tackle the enormous threat of climate change.

TARGETS

The targets outlined in the Bill are ambitious however they are in line with EU targets and if all stakeholders work to implement them they can be achieved. 

The targets set need to be legally binding just as they are in the UK Climate Act.

The 2020 Food Harvest policy document published in 2010 outlines the commitment on the part of the agricultural sector to reduce ghg emissions by becoming a lead player in research and development to make farming practices more carbon efficient. We are currently a long way off that so we need to make sure resources are directed towards climate change mitigation across the farming community.
EAB 
The Expert Advisory Body needs to be expanded to include stakeholders from the NGO sector and it should also include a representative from the organic farming sector as there is huge potential in the organic sector to reduce ghg emissions.
NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN

In the Bill it is recommended that a National Climate Change Plan should be required every 7 years however it should be every 5 years to ensure that consecutive governments uphold the plan. This would also be more in line with other budgets and plans outlined by the government.
Public consultation on the plan and consecutive plans is essential.
Climate change needs to be tackled by all government ministers and they should be obligated to implement their portfolio based on the National Climate Change Plan in order to ensure that all departments are meeting the outlined targets.

The annual report of the EAB should be presented in January of each year and the periodic reviews of the EAB should be made available to the public as a pre-requisite of the establishment of the EAB and not made available with the consent of the government as suggested in the Bill.
The objective of the Bill to make the transition to a low carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sustainable economy should be endorsed by all public bodies as they need to be seen to be “leaders in the field”. Green public procurement should be a key practice by all public bodies in an attempt to mitigate climate change. To date where pubic bodies have made changes it has been welcomed by the public.

At the global level, agriculture contributes about ten to twelve percent to climate change. The main sources of GHG emission are nitrous oxide from nitrogen fertilizer use, methane from ruminants and rice paddies, methane and nitrous oxide from the burning of crop residues and improper manure management, carbon dioxide from the production of fertilizers and pesticides and the clearing of forests for tillage farming and livestock grazing as well as for the production of feedstuffs for livestock. 

The mechanization of farming, such as the use of agricultural machinery, also consumes a lot of energy and therefore impacts on the climate. Additionally, intensive soil cultivation reduces the soil humus content and thus reduces the quantity of carbon agricultural soils can store. 

ORGANIC FARMING IS CLIMATE FRIENDLY

Organic farming as a climate change mitigation and adaptation strategy has the following benefits:
· Increased carbon sequestration in soils

· Reduced energy consumption

· Reduced nitrogen inputs and resultant reduction in emissions of nitrous oxide

· Avoidance of burning of crop residues

· Optimum livestock management with lower stocking densities

· Better soil quality and soil fertility with resultant reduced soil erosion and increased water retention capacity

· Diversified management systems with resultant lower risks.

There is still much scope for optimization in organic farming in terms of yields, CO2 emissions, and humus formation, all of which require research and advisory services. Given these benefits of organic farming, it is important that the promotion of organic systems be further extended and intensified through research and development as well as practical application. 
Farming will have a crucial role to play in climate change mitigation and adaption. Organic farming is a solution multiplier. It emits less carbon as it uses fewer inputs and sequesters higher carbon in soils, while delivering better results in biodiversity, animal welfare and soil conservation.
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