ﬂhﬁ-‘\-ﬁ~h- M;FWW B e e

IRISH FARMERS JOURNAL

Saturday 11 February 2017

rise by 40%

CAITRIONA MURPHY
DEPUTY. NEWS EDITOR
cmurphy@farmersjournal.je

The number of organic farm-
ersinlreland is settojump by
almost qo% later thislyear, as
500inew-entrants complete’
theifconversion,

The number ofifilly convert-

nma_.mw;.m»n farmers willirise:

from1,300 wwwwﬂnmzﬂmo 1,800
by the end'of this yeat:

A huge spike in the number
ofapplicants to'the Organic
Farming Sc¢heme two years
ago'is comning home to roost
as those fariners reach full
organig status from May this
year. A.50% increase in‘pay-

Glanbia spends €18

EOIN LOWRY.
AGRIBUSINESS EDITOR

Glanbia closed thé deal on
twolacomisitinns irncting

mentrates underthe Organic
Farming Stheme Was the main
driver béhind the rush to con-
vert to organicin 2015.
Conversion period payments
rose marginally from€212/ha
to €zzo/hdFBut maintenance

period payments jumped'from -

-I€106/ha to €176]ha. MOst of
thesiew organic farmers com-
ing onstreamwillibe cattle or

- cattleand Shicep farmers, with
- tillage and dairy/farmers in' =

the minority:

While some farmersare con-
cerned about how the influx
of new entrants could affect
the market and prices paid to
them, the Irish Organic Farm-
ers and Growers. Association

céssorimove into the online
retajl ¢hiannel, where it will
sell'direct to te consumer for
thefirsttime. The acquisitions
are expected to'bring in
armind Svanhmian addidnnal

(IOFGA) told the.frish:Farmers
Jaurnal thatprocessors-have
been:working on developing
new,markets:fororganic besf:

“The two:year-conversion
periodhas given farmerd anid:
processorsitime to'lovk akthe

‘marketand‘develop addition- ,

B

al outléts for Irishitbeef” sdid "

" Grace'Maheref the [OFGA.

-Demand for.arganichéefis
particularly strong in the Nor-
dic region, according to john
Purcel of Good Herdsmen in
CoTipperary, *There are huge
opportunities internatiomaly
for Irish organic beel,” Purcell
said. “Germanyis one.ofithe

on Sports nutrition

GMO, vézan and giuten-fras.
L-asgyear,French daity com-

pany Danone’boughtWhite-

Wave Foods, owners of the

plant-based soyamilk brand

Abrnn

biggest markets andweneed kg toi€1.20{kg higher than
{tomaintain antlgrowourpres- - conventional beef prices.
ence there, One ofithe big su- . :
permarket:chains could take - - Opganic Farming Scheme,
all ofitheflrish supply base.” - The full §56m ‘budget for or-
GoodHerdsmen Has dou- anic fariningwas soaked up
bled its cattle throughput from mw. the.unprecedented/level'of
.araund 3;000ita 6;000 over demand’in 2015 and n._"_nn
the pastfive years;with around'  scheme has remained-closed
.ea%ofitsoutputgoingabroad,  since December that.year:
The national organiceattle - “Asiit'stands, the budgetal-
kill currently stands ataround located for,the Organic Farni-
9,000, with Sianey Meats ac-_ ling Schemelin the Rural De-

countng for seme 3,488 cat-
tic and'exporting the major-
ity ofitsibeefotitput.
Organicbeel typically com=
‘mands a pricepiremium of €1

“velopmentiProgramme has

been exhausted,” joan

OfMahonylfromithe Organic

Unitatthe.DepartmentofAg-

Ticulture and Fesd, johnstown.

A LOT. TODIGEST:
John Anglapd feed-
ing his padigree

| Limousin cattle on
‘farm atPortacarra,
|Oughterard, Co

iGalway. \ bavid Rutites

Castle, told the Irish Farmers
Jourial;

“The situatiopisunder con-
stantireview and should funds
he:made availdbiefrom else-
wheTelin the RiifiliDeveiop-

- mentPrograqune, the Depart-

ment would consider
reapening the'scheme ina -
targeted way,” shesaid. 1
It1s understoof thatyif the -
Sciemewere (be reopencd,
onllorganic prodiice forwhich .
there is a clearmarket démand
wouldbe nmﬂ@_m. ered. arct
Dairy andltillage wouldbe
the fast _E&ﬁﬁ% m&un
targeted i g sl g IR T
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