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Christopher Stopes

EcoS Consultancy Ltd and President, IFOAM EU GROUP

Christopher has over 25 years experience working with government, NGO and corporate clients. He is an expert in the development of sustainable food and farming systems, policy, strategies, action plans and innovative techniques for production, processing and supply chain development. He was previously Head of Research at the Organic Research Centre – Elm Farm and has degrees in biological sciences and agriculture. He is President of the IFOAM EU Group and a Board Member and Trustee of Pesticide Action Network – UK. He serves as Chairman of the independent Certification Scrutiny Committee of Soil Association Certification Ltd. EcoS Consultancy Ltd. was established in 1997 and provides research, technical and market development services for sustainable food with a primary focus on organic food and farming, CAP reform, climate change, animal welfare and pesticide policy.

Contact: Ecos Consultancy Ltd, Wood End, Garden Close Lane, Newbury, RG14 6PP UK, Phone +44 1635 40998; E-Mail: c.stopes@ecosconsultancy.co.uk 
Dr Tracey Larkin B.Sc., Ph.D., Dip. Quality, Dip Management, Dip. Nutrition.

Dr Tracey Larkin is a B.Sc. Ph.D. Biochemistry graduate from the National University of Galway. Following Dr Larkin completed a post doctorate with the Life Science Dept. of the University of Limerick in the area of food biochemistry and modified atmosphere packaging. Dr Larkin then worked with Olympus Diagnostica in clinical research and development as a project/program manager for a period of 8 years. Currently Dr Larkin is lecturing at the Limerick Institute of Technology and is involved in research with Shannon Applied Biotechnology Centre. Dr Larkin’s research now focuses on analysis of antioxidants/bio-actives in foods and has an IRCSET funded project to investigate organic fruits and vegetables. Dr Larkin is also involved in sensory evaluation and shelf life studies for a variety of food types/products with regional food producers.  Dr Larkin can be contacted at tracey.larkin@lit.ie 
John Liston

John is an organic farmer who has been fully organic since 2006. His main enterprises are dairy and beef production. He is one of the founding members of the Irish Organic Milk Producers and John is responsible for research and development for the producer group. John is also involved in community education in his local region in Limerick and he works with both Leader and the County VEC. John is also the director of the Limerick genealogy society and he currently is a member of the IOFGA Certification Panel. John can be contacted at jliston@O2.ie 
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