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WEED MANAGEMENT IN THE ORGANIC GARDEN

One of the greatest problems in the organic garden can be weed control and management. This is especially true if the weather is very wet and warm as weeds literally spring up over night. 

Tips to reduce weeds in the organic garden;

· Start small even if you have a lot of space, the garden can look very different in February than in July and weeds can easily take over a plot if it is not well maintained

· Cover the ground with as much crops as possible as this will ensure that plants are competing successfully with weeds for light, moisture and nutrients

· If you do not have crops for an area put in a green manure crop to ensure weeds don’t grow in that area

· Do not leave soil bare over winter as in spring weeds will have a head start on your crops, leaving the soil bare will also encourage soil erosion

· Use a stale seed bed to prevent weed growth

· Remove weeds before they go to seed as this will reduce the amounts of weeds the following season

· Get to know your weeds as some are more detrimental than others!

· Use organic mulches to keep weeds down

· A well designed rotation will also reduce weed growth

· Do not put weeds that have gone to seed on the compost heap as you will just spread weed seeds when you spread your compost

· Get a good hoe to help with the removal of weeds from the garden

· If the ground is very wet do not weed as you will remove a lot of topsoil and humus from the garden

· Hand weeding is essential for some weeds and can be less damaging in the garden

· If necessary plant crops through black plastic to reduce the amount of weeds in the garden (remember to reuse the plastic again next year!)

· Remember a weed is just a plant in the wrong place!

Good weed management in the first few years of the organic garden will ensure that your garden does not get out of control which can be both frustrating and disappointing. Remember the key is to start small and build on your success from year to year.

